24.

1. What for? I haven’t done anything. I got home late. So did all my mates. What’s wrong with that? We’re old enough, aren’t we?

2. What do you mean? It’s the same old story. When I was your age…I had no money at all. Had to fend for myself…I’ve heard it a thousand times. Have you never been young yourself?

3. That’s what you keep saying. You’re getting worked up about nothing. I don’t get drunk. I don’t do drugs. I haven’t got any bad friends. And I work pretty hard too. I’ve got a paper round. I think you’re a good father. But maybe you’re a bit old-fashioned. Why don’t you talk to Mum: she understands me better.

4. Sure. You are the best father in the world. Yes, I was too late. I missed the last bus and had to walk home with my mates. But it wasn’t dangerous. We had great fun. I had meant to call you at first, to get you to come and pick me up. Would you have liked that?

5. Thanks, Dad. That’s a nice offer… I’m a bit tired. I’m going to sleep late tomorrow. By the way, I’m a bit short of cash/ money. How about if I wash your/ the car? There’s no cheaper place around, you know!

25. Suggestie

1. Well, not too badly, I suppose. They are all right.

2. They’re okay most of the time. But now and again they get on my nerves.

3. Well, for a start, they didn’t let me go to Tony’s party. I can’t imagine why. They claimed we would all get drunk or stoned and be picked up by the police. Bloody nonsense! They’ve no idea what they are talking about half the time.

4. I would have had no objection. Tony’s elder brother and his wife were there. Things wouldn’t have got out of hand.

5. They seem to think I’m in with a bad crowd.

6. Sure. They get all worked up whenever I go out with someone new. They’ve got nasty suspicious minds. They always think the worst of the people I like. 

7. Well, you know… What I just said. They never give anybody / anyone the benefit of the doubt. They’re too quick to criticise. Especially to find fault with me. 

8. I try not to. I don’t want to make them angrier/ any worse. 

9. I’m not sure what you mean. What are you getting at?

10. You’ve hit the nail on the head! That’s it! They want me to be a clone of themselves.

